LIVELIHOOD IMPROVEMENT OF SMALL FARMER
Keralli is a remote village in Shirahatti block of Gadag district. Majority of the
families

in

the

village

depend

on

rainfed

agriculture. Migration to distant places in search
of livelihood is the common phenomenon because
of

the

frequent

drought

situation.

Mr.

Parameshappa Gudageri is one such farmer who
has

faced

ups

and

downs

in

agriculture

profession. He owns 5 acres of land having slope
of 3 percent. Productivity of the land was very less because of lack of Soil and Water
Conservation measures in his farm.
During 2005-06
06 the village was adopted by KVK for the overall socio-economic
socio
development. Mr. Gudageri came
came in touch with KVK Scientists. He took KVK Scientist
to his farm and had discussion on the possibility of Soil and Water Conservation
measures in his farm.

KVK Scientists advised him to adopt farm bunds and waste

weirs to check the soil erosion. Accordingly,
Accordingly, Mr. Gudageri adopted Soil and Water
Conservation measures on his farm under NABARD’s Watershed Development
Programme implemented by KVK’s Host Institution.

He also attended training

programmes on production technologies in major crops.
He saw
w the fruits of his efforts as he harvested bumper crop of Jowar, Onion and
Greengram on his five acres land. This has raised the confidence of Mr. Gudageri.
During the same year, he attended one more training programme on Vermicompost
technology.

Support
ort was given to him by supply of earthworm.

He started

vermicomposting with two pits and produced 2.5 tonns in the first year of
establishment. He applied it to his land and having impressed by the technology, he
doubled the unit size and started selling
sell
3-4
4 tons of Vermicompost to his fellow
farmers. He earns Rs. 8000-9000
8000 9000 out of it. Appropriate Soil and Water Conservation
measures coupled with adoption of Vermicompost technology has enhanced the
productivity of his land.

At present Mr. Gudageri earns an annual income of Rs. 30000-40000/
40000/-. Now he
does not think of migration as he is having
sufficient work on his farm. Mr. Gudageri has
planted 20 Mango plants which are 3 years
old. He says that diversification of agriculture
is necessary to ensure sustainable livelihood.
Under the guidance of KVK, he has also
established Kitchen Garden for the nutritional
security of his family.
Mr. Gudageri is responsible for horizontal spread of vermicompot technology in
Keralli village as 13 units have been established by other farmers. He is the motivation
factor for creating wide spread awareness on the importance of Soil and Water
conservation in the slopy land of Keralli village.

