BUMPER BT. COTTON PRODUCTION UNDER ORGANIC CULTIVATION

Mr. Hanumantappa Basappa Hadli aged 53 is a big farmer of Antur-Bentur
Antur
village of
Gadag Taluk. He owns 30 acres of land. Major crops grown by him are onion and chilli.
chilli
He is a member and coordinator of Bhudeshwar Farmers Club sponsored by National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development. He is a hard working farmer and had a
good history of producing bumper chilli crops under rainfed situation. However, during
thee last couple of years Mr. Hadli has lost interest in agriculture due to high cost of
chemical fertilizers, market price instability, low productivity of chilli crop due to
moisture stress, pest & disease incidence and non-availability
non availability of labours.

During November, 2010 he was selected by KVK as a Master Farmer under the
NABARD assisted Pilot Project on “Technology Transfer, Credit Counseling and Market
Advocacy through Farmer Clubs”. Under the Pilot Project, he was trained for 5 days by
KVK on Sustainable Agriculture Production in rainfed areas.

During the
training,

he

learnt
resource
conservation
technologies
like
compartment bunding, production and application of vermicompost & usage of biobio
fertilizers. Apart from this, he was also trained on Bt. Cotton
Cotton cultivation with focus on
adoption of organic farming principles.

After the training, he decided to start

vermicompost production. With the support from Khadi & Village Industry, KVK and
Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank, he established large scale production
produc
unit of
vermicompost with an investment of Rs. 2.00 lakhs. During June 2010, he produced 200
quintals of vermicompost. During the Kharif season of 2010, he took cultivation of Bt.
Cotton in 10 acres of land. His objective was to reduce the cost of cultivation through
use of organic manure and to get the better market price. He applied 100 quintals of
vermicompost enriched with bio-fertilizer
bio fertilizer to the Bt. Cotton crop in 10 acres. Remaining

100 quintals of vermicompost was applied it to other crops viz; greengram and
groundnut crops.

Even though the year witnessed 40 per cent deficit rainfall, the Bt. cotton crop had
come up very well owing to application of organic and bio-fertilizers coupled with
adoption of resource conservation agronomic practices. Mr.Hadli had harvested 93
quintals of seed cotton from 10 acre land and sold it at the rate of Rs. 4200 per quintal
and realized a net profit of Rs.3.00 lakhs from 10 acres. This has reinforced the
confidence in him in agriculture profession. Mr. Hadli says that switching from use of
chemical fertilizers to vermicompost & bio-fertilisers has resulted in savings of
Rs. 50000/- per year which was earlier spent on purchase of chemical fertilizers.

The bumper harvest of Bt. Cotton under organic cultivation has made the news in
the Antur-Bentur and surrounding villages. All the members of Bhudishwar Farmers
Club are now got motivated to adopt the technologies for sustainable production.

