FARM DIVERSIFICATION
Enhancing the productivity of land is very crucial to provide stability and income
security to the farmers especially from dryland
region.

There has been a lot of support from

Government and other organizations to the
farmers for improvement of livelihood. Here is a
case

of

farmer

who

has

adopted

farm

diversification in his farm with efficient utilization
of resources viz; land, water
ter and nutrients. The
farmer has availed all the support from development departments and technical
guidance from KVK, Gadag
Hosalli is a small village located one Kilometer away from the National Highway.
Majority of farmers of Hosalli village are getting
getting meager income from agriculture
because of erratic rainfall pattern. Mr. Devendrappa Honakerappa Goneppanavar aged
60 is

one of the small farmer who owns 4 acres of dry land. He was getting an

income of Rs.15000 – 18000 from his land. This income
income was not sufficient to meet his
family needs.
Interventions: During 2002 he came in contact with KVK through a training programme
on “Crop diversification”. He was impressed by the concept. He was facilitated to get
dug one borewell under the Ganga Kalyan
K
Project of
Govt. of Karnataka. Then under the guidance of
KVK, he planted mango in 3 acre of land and
sapota in 1 acre of land. In between rows of
mango and sapota, he planted 50 guava, 60 lime,
100 figs, 170 curry

leaf, 25 custard apple, 50

jasmine
asmine and 700 rose plants. All along the border,
he has planted 80 coconut seedlings.

He was

facilitated to adopt drip irrigation system with the help of Department

of

Horticulture. Mr. Goneppanavar has also taken up vegetable cultivation in the inter
i
space.

He was further

trained periodically by KVK in orchard management,

vermicompost, flower and vegetable cultivation, preparation of

bio
bio-pesticides
and

plant propagation. With the assistance from Department of Horticulture, Mr.

Goneppanavar established poly house wherein he has taken up seedling production of
mango, fig and tamarind under the guidance of KVK. The income he gets from various
activities/enterprises from his 4 acres land is about Rs. 97000/- and component wise
details are given below.
Field & horticulture crops

No. of
Net income (Rs.)
plants
Mango
150
20000
Sapota
50
Yet to start yielding
Lime
60
Yet to start yielding
Curry leaf
170
3000
Fig
100
4000
Custard apple
25
2000
Rose
700
15000
Vegetable cultivation
0.5 Ac
25000
Onion seed production
0.5 Ac
20000
Field crops
Interspace
8000
Total
Rs. 97000
The farmer has utilized the resource efficiently. He has cultivated field crops, fruit
crops, flower crops and vegetables on his 4 acre of land and is getting periodical income
from the orchard

This orchard has become a model for other farmers to emulate. This farmer has
been recognized as “Best Farmer” by Agricultural University, Department of
Horticulture and Rotary Club for his sincere efforts.

